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EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
DIRECTORATE-GENERAL 
JOINT RESEARCH CENTRE 
Directorate F - Health, Consumers and Reference Materials 
Food & Feed Compliance 

 
 

12TH WORKSHOP OF NATIONAL REFERENCE LABORATORIES UNDER 
REGULATION (EC) NO 882/2004 

 
21 September 2016 

 
Ispra, Italy 

 
 

Meeting Report 
 
 

SESSION: NATIONAL REFERENCE LABORATORIES AND OFFICIAL CONTROL 

1. WELCOME AND APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

 

The Chair welcomed the participants (see Annex 1) and the guest Dr. Kazumi Kitta, of the National 

Food Research Institute of Japan. The agenda (see Annex 2) was approved without modifications. 

2. APPROVAL OF THE 11
TH

 WORKSHOP REPORT 

 
The report of the last meeting was adopted without modifications. 
 
3. Tour de table: issues/opinions/training needs of NRLs 

 
The participating NRLs designated by their Member States under Regulation (EC) No 882/2004 were 
invited to summarise their control activities in the past year. Most NRLs are analysing 200-300 official 
control samples of food/feed/seed per year; some smaller Member States analysed fewer samples, 
some larger ones more samples, up to 3700 samples. Most or all of the food and seed samples 
analysed were found to be negative for GMO presence, and most of the feed samples were only 
containing authorised GMOs. A few GM-positive papaya food samples were identified during last year, 
and some incidences of GM rice. 
 
A major issue mentioned by many NRLs is the increasing workload due to the accumulating number of 
GM events to be tested. There is therefore a pertinent need for multiplexing approaches to cope with 
this workload, either in the form of more efficient screening assays, multiplex PCR or pre-spotted 
plates (PSP). Several NRLs are also active in other domains, e.g. allergen screening, developing a 
method for GM salmon, or detection of GMM. 
 
With regard to training needs, another training in dPCR was mentioned by several NRLs, and further 
suggestions included NGS, implementation of multiplex PCR, DNA extraction, use (and production) of 
PSP, and the use of CRMs at 0.1 m/m % (for implementation of Regulation (EU) No 619/2011). The 
JRC concluded that a new training on dPCR will be organised in 2017, as well as a workshop/training 
on DNA extraction experiences (discussed under point 15.3). 



 

4 

4. UPDATE ON COMPARATIVE TESTING ACTIVITIES 

 
W. Broothaerts (JRC) gave a summary of Comparative Testing (CT) round CT 01/16 and the observed 
reasons for obtaining an unsatisfactory performance by some of the laboratories. The next CT round 
02/16 was announced. The NRLs were requested to reflect on the test items to be used in future CT 
rounds and the performance for which they would like to be tested. Most NRLs appreciated the 
balance between food and feed samples and between more complex and easier matrices.  
 
The number of GM events to be tested should be limited and the type of crops and events should be 
in line with market prevalence. Events falling under Regulation (EU) No 619/2011 should not be 
included too often (and not too soon after validation of the method by the EURL GMFF) as these 
events are rarely found in control samples.  
 
The EURL GMFF announced that the functional mailbox for CT was changed into jrc-comparative-
testing@ec.europa.eu. 

5. PRE-SPOTTED PLATES: STATUS OF ACTIVITIES AND WAY FORWARD 
 
F. Gatto (JRC) gave a presentation on the status of the PSP project. There is a large interest among 
NRLs for implementation of such plates in the routine control activities, and DG SANTE continues to 
support the project in order to improve the harmonisation of GMO testing.  
 
Some NRLs have started to develop their own PSP, and a dedicated training on this would be 
welcomed. Guidance may be needed for the incorporation of PSP under the accreditation. 

6. AOB AND CONCLUSIONS 

 
The chairman asked participants to communicate any issues with the revised guidance on GM rice 
screening. In line with the needs mentioned, the EURL GMFF will consider organising another training 
workshop on dPCR next year.  
 
The detection method for GM salmon will be further monitored. Any need for guidance on the 
implementation of multiplexing in the laboratory, and proposals for a new research project under 
Horizon 2020, will be discussed during the next Steering Committee meeting.  
 
Issues with CRM availability at a low level will need to be reflected to the EURL GMFF, e.g. through a 
discussion forum that will be set up on ENGLnet. 

mailto:jrc-comparative-testing@ec.europa.eu
mailto:jrc-comparative-testing@ec.europa.eu
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Annexes 

 
Annex 1: List of participants (including participants to adjacent ENGL Plenary meeting) 
 

 



 

6 

 



 

7 

 



 

8 

 



 

9 

 



 

10 

 



 

11 

 



 

12 

 



 

13 

 



 

14 

 



 

15 

Annex 2: agenda

 



 

 

 

  

Europe Direct is a service to help you find answers  

to your questions about the European Union. 

 

Freephone number (*): 

00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 
(*) The information given is free, as are most calls (though some operators, phone boxes or hotels may 

charge you). 

 
More information on the European Union is available on the internet (http://europa.eu). 

HOW TO OBTAIN EU PUBLICATIONS 

Free publications: 

• one copy: 

via EU Bookshop (http://bookshop.europa.eu); 

• more than one copy or posters/maps: 

from the European Union’s representations (http://ec.europa.eu/represent_en.htm);  
from the delegations in non-EU countries (http://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/index_en.htm);  

by contacting the Europe Direct service (http://europa.eu/europedirect/index_en.htm) or 
calling 00 800 6 7 8 9 10 11 (freephone number from anywhere in the EU) (*). 
 
(*) The information given is free, as are most calls (though some operators, phone boxes or hotels may charge you). 

Priced publications: 

• via EU Bookshop (http://bookshop.europa.eu). 
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