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A DG SANCO training initiative for EU 
and third country officials who 
undertake controls on food safety and 
veterinary issues. 

Legal basis: Article 51 of Regulation 

882/2004

The Better Training for Safer Food Programme
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General aims

• High levels of competence and awareness of 
EU rules amongst official control staff

• Harmonised approach to Community and 
national control systems

• High levels of consumer protection, animal 
health and welfare and plant health

• Level playing field for food businesses
• Enhance trade of safe food
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Third country specific aims

• Ensure fair trade with third, particularly developing 
countries

• Help third countries to better understand and meet 
EU standards

• Reduce rejections at EU borders and the burden on 
EU border inspectors

• Safer food for third country consumers and a more 
diverse product range in the EU
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Areas covered:

• Food law
• Feed law
• Animal health rules
• Animal welfare rules
• Plant health rules
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Programmes (EU-third countries)
1. HACCP
2. Animal by Products
3. Animal Welfare
4. BIPs Airport/seaport/roads/rail
5. Zoonoses/microbiological criteria
6. Food Hygiene and Control
7. Food Contact Materials
8. Plant Protection Products
9. Plant Health Control
10. TSE
11. Food/feed of non-animal origin
12. Feed law
13. Animal Health Controls (Aquaculture)
14. Animal Health Controls (bees/zoo 
animals)
15. TRACES for EU Member States

16. Quality schemes
17. Audit systems
18. Support for EU controls
19. Food additives
20. Veterinary medicinal residues
21. Food contact materials
22. Contingency planning/animal disease 

control
23. Emerging animal diseases
24. Risk assessment
25. EU food standards
26. Avian Influenza
27. Food Testing/SPS issues
28. GMO analysis
29. RASFF and TRACES
30. Feed rules and import requirements
31. International standard-setting bodies
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BTSF in figures 2006-11
• Around 660 events
• More than 29.000 participants
• Budget of approx. € 68 million

Approx 35% of this activity covers third countries

Training 2012
Around 150 events
Approx 31 activities
Almost 7.000 participants
Budget of nearly € 15 million
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Hosting/participating countries 2006-present
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More information?
http://ec.europa.eu/food/training_strategy/index_en.htm





‘Enlargement, International Collaboration and Capacity 
Building’ Project

Project Aim
• To share the networking experience and the advantages derived from the 

implementation of the ENGL in the EU 

• To support the establishment of regional networks outside the EU
• To help building capacity by providing training to enforcement laboratories
• To help control laboratories to implement proper facilities and expertise 

in GMO testing
• To contribute to the enforcement of an harmonised approach in GMO analysis

Developed through:
• Networking workshops

• Support toward the establishment of regional networks

• Regional training courses

• Dedicated web page



ENGL



ENGL



Asia 

• Malaysia, 16 -17 June 2009 – 1st Regional Networking Workshop for Asian 
Countries

• Malaysia, 15 -19 June 2009 - Training Course for Asian Countries (EC BTSF 
Initiative) 

• Singapore, 7-8 June 2010 - 2nd Regional Networking Workshop for Asian 
Countries

• Singapore, June 2011 – 3rd Regional Networking Workshop for Asian 
Countries

• Ispra, 15 - 17 November 2011 - ASEAN Study Tour on GMO Analysis

• Philippines, 21 - 25 May 2012 – 4th Regional Networking Workshop for 
Asian Countries + ISO 17025 Training Course

Roadmap 2009 - 2012



Asia 

• Connection among Labs 
within the region

• Collaboration between 
existing ASEAN Network 
and other Asian 
countries

• Intense Exchange of 
information 

• Participation to 
comparative testing  
rounds 

• MoU

• EU-Asia GMOnet



Africa 

• Tunisia, 18-22 September 2006 – Training course on the analysis of food and feed 
samples for Maghreb region

• South Africa, 28-29 October 2010 – 1st Regional Networking Workshop for 
African Countries

• South Africa, 7- 8 February 2012 – 2nd Regional Networking Workshop for 
African Countries

Roadmap 2009 - 2012
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EU neighbourhood + Middle East/North Africa (MENA) 

• Turkey, 27 - 28 April 2009 - Enlargement/Networking Workshop for new MS, Candidate 
Countries, Potential Candidate Countries and Territories, Countries incl. in the European 
Neighbourhood  Policy

• Turkey, 12-16 April 2010 - Training Course for new MS, Candidate Countries, Potential 
Candidate Countries and Territories, Countries incl. in the European Neighbourhood  
Policy

• Croatia, 27-28 September 2010 - 2nd Enlargement/Networking Workshop for new MS, 
Candidate Countries, Potential Candidate Countries and Territories, Countries incl. in the 
European Neighbourhood  Policy

• Jordan, 4-5 June 2012 – 1st International Workshop on Harmonisation of GMO 
Detection and Analysis in Middle East and North Africa (MENA) Region 

Roadmap 2009 - 2012



Latin America

• Cuba, October 2009 - Training Course for Central & South American Countries 

• Brazil, 3 - 4 December 2009 - Regional Networking Workshops for Central & 
South American Countries

• Ispra, 8 - 12 November 2010 - Study Tour on GMO Analysis for Central & South 
American Countries

• Mexico, 2 – 3 March 2011 - 2nd Regional Networking Workshop for Central & 
South American Countries

• Colombia, 3-4 July 2012 - 3rd Regional Networking Meeting for Central & South 
American Countries

Roadmap 2009 - 2012
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Merida, Mexico 2-3-March 2011

2nd International Workshop on Harmonisation 
of GMO Detection and Analysis for Central and South America



Latin America

• Connection among Laboratories within the region

• Exchange of information 

• Participation to comparative testing  rounds 

• RLAC-OGMNET

• Red Latino Americana de laboratorios de detección de OGM

• …… what next?



CT-01/11
8 invited labs (3 from Brazil, Chile, Mexico, Colombia, Uruguay, Argentina)
3 participants (Brazil, Chile, Colombia)

CT-02/11
8 invited labs (3 from Brazil, Chile, Mexico, Colombia, Uruguay, Argentina)
5 participants of which 3 from Brazil, Chile, Mexico

CT-01/12 
8 invited labs (3 from Brazil, Chile, Mexico, Colombia, Uruguay, Argentina)
2 participants (Brazil, Chile)

Participation in EU-RL comparative 
testing rounds



ENGL

RLA-OGM
Red Latino 

Americana de 
laboratorios de 

detección de OGM

ASEAN
GM Food Testing 

Network

Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam, Cambodia, Lao,

SANGL

Botswana, Namibia, Madagascar, Malawi, 
Mozambique, Swaziland, South Africa, 
Tanzania, Zambia, Zimbabwe

The next step : Global Networking of GMO Laboratories



Global Networking on GMO Analysis 

Next Steps

The Global GMO Analysis Forum (GGAF)



Global GMO Analysis Forum (GGAF)

Date: November/December 2012 (tbd)
(+ one day for preparatory bilateral meetings on previous day)
Location: Brussels (European Commission headquarters building)

General Objective: to "network the GMO networks"

Format : 2-day workshop
1st day – Focus on technical needs for GMO analysis and future challenges
2nd day – Testimony of regional networks (in place or being built) and share of views 

on global dialogue
Participants: approx. 100 invited delegates from all regions including 
representatives from 
- EU Commission
- Regional Networks
- International Organisations 
- Individual Countries

ENGLENGL



Opening

Technical Session I (TSI): availability of GMO analytical methods (qualitative  or quantitative) 
incl. presentation of JRC Compendium/Database 

Technical Session II (TS II): global harmonisation and international standardisation of GMO 
analytical methods : 1 speaker from Codex + 1 speaker from ISO

Technical Session III (TS III): detection of genetically modified material for which an 
authorisation procedure is pending

GGAF Agenda Day 1 - AM



Technical Session IV (TS IV): detection of unauthorised GMOs

Technical Session V (TS V): outlook / technical detection challenges in the future incl. topics 
like New Plant Breeding Techniques or Transgenic Animals

Q&A on technical sessions

Technical challenges: global problems require global solutions
• Listing of technical needs
• Prioritisation
• Follow-up actions

GGAF Agenda Day 1 - PM



GGAF Agenda Day 2 - AM
EU overview with 3 speakers from 3 European Commission services involved in global 

networking and capacity building programmes on GMO analysis (JRC/SANCO/ELARG )

Regional GMO Networks with 5 speakers from 5 regional networks (existing or future)
Europe network (ENGL)
Asia network (ASEAN GMFNet) 
Africa network (SANGL)
Latin America network (RLA OGM)
Middle East North Africa network (MENA) 
Including topics like: 

• challenges in different parts of the world;
• mandate and organisation;
• progress, capacities and needs;
• analytical status;
• how the networks maintain themselves;
• outlook and challenges



Panel Discussion with Individual Countries (key EU trade partners)
on GMO detection and trade facilitation: EU (DG TRADE), USA, China, India, Brazil …

Statements from stakeholders

Panel Discussion with 2 International and 2 Regional Organisations
on importance of GMO detection: 
UN Food Agriculture Organisation FAO, UN Convention Biological Diversity CBD, 
African Union Commission, Association South East Asia Nations (ASEAN) Secretariat

Global networking – the way ahead

JRC - ASEAN MoU signature ceremony and closing of the meeting

GGAF Agenda Day 2 - PM



Global networking – the way ahead

Your task:
give us your suggestions (e.g. on next steps)
and your expectations

… and even more important
help us in justifying the continuation of the Project in the Region…

30



Thank you for your attention!

Gracias por su atenciòn!

Muito obrigada!
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